PAGE  
17

Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest

Stated Meeting—October 26, 2009

Pursuant to notice, Dr. Frank J. Smith called the meeting to order at 8:34 PM Central Daylight-Saving Time and opened with prayer.  The meeting was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Brown, with various parties participating in the meeting by telephone conference call.

The following call to the meeting was sent via email approximately 48 hours ago by Dr. Smith:

I am hereby giving notice of the convening of a stated meeting of Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest.
As the one remaining minister of Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest, it has fallen to me to act as the Convener of this stated meeting of the Presbytery.  As such, I believe it is important and necessary to note the set of circumstances in which we as a Presbytery find ourselves.
On February 1, 2008, Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest (RPM) entered into a Provisional Covenant of Union (PCU) with the Reformed Presbyterian Church General Assembly (RPCGA).  In January 2009, Pastor Justin Stodghill, without notice to this Presbytery, voluntarily transferred his membership to Westminster Presbytery of the RPCGA.  
In a telephone conversation with Dr. Ken Talbot and Dr. Randy Talbot on February 24, 2009, I was informed that the relationship between this Presbytery and the RPCGA had been dissolved.  The next day, I sent the following email to Dr. Ken Talbot (representing the denominational Office of Legal and Ecclesiastical Counsel), with a copy to his brother, Dr. Randy Talbot:
Dear Ken: 
 
Let me thank you and your brother Randy for your time on the phone last night.  I wanted to write this email, so that I could be certain that I did not misunderstand you. 
 
I appreciate your explaining that the relationship between Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest (RPM) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church General Assembly (RPCGA) has been dissolved.  As I understand things, this dissolution of the Provisional Covenant of Union has come about because of the voluntary transfer of Pastor Justin Stodghill from RPM into Westminster Presbytery of the RPCGA, which transfer reduced the number of elders in RPM below the normal threshold of four elders for the constituting of a presbytery (as specified by the RPCGA Constitution). 
 
I also understand from our conversation that the elders of the Sheboygan congregation (Ron DeTroye and Al Wilson) have expressed their desire for that congregation to be received into Westminster Presbytery (RPCGA) on the basis of entering as if an unaffiliated congregation. 
 
I am grateful that you will be sending me appropriate paperwork that indicates that the Provisional Covenant of Union between RPM and the RPCGA has been dissolved.  I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience, so that the official record can be written accurately. 
 
Thank you again for your time and effort in this matter. 
Even though the requested paperwork was not received, there is a preponderance of evidence that the relationship between our Presbytery and the RPCGA is at an end.  Among the items of evidence are the following.
1. The Office of Legal and Ecclesiastical Counsel has not contradicted the oral information given to me on the telephone eight months ago.
2. The official denominational website does not list Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest as a member presbytery.  This means that as far as the RPCGA is concerned, RPM is not one of its presbyteries—a result that could be reached either by the dissolution of the Presbytery, or by the dissolving of the ecclesiastical relationship between it and the RPCGA.  However, no paperwork has been received to indicate that the General Assembly has taken any action to dissolve this Presbytery.  The only indication has been that which was orally conveyed, viz., that the Provisional Covenant of Union was at an end.
3. It would be morally reprehensible for the RPCGA to dissolve RPM, while it was still in a provisional status, apart from the express desire of RPM to be dissolved.
4. RPM has not taken any action to be dissolved.
5. The RPCGA Book of Church Order D.4:4 says, “If a presbytery ceases to exist, the general assembly shall assign each particular congregation, elder(s) and deacon(s) to some other presbytery.”  However, the Sheboygan congregation was received by Westminster Presbytery by that Presbytery’s action, rather than being reassigned by the General Assembly.  Furthermore, the Menasha congregation was not reassigned by the General Assembly.  Nor, for that matter, have I been reassigned by the General Assembly to membership in an RPCGA presbytery.  Therefore, it is not the case that our Presbytery ceased to exist, which means instead that the relationship between it and the RPCGA has been dissolved.

Because of this dissolution of the Provisional Covenant of Union, Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest is currently unaffiliated.  Moreover, it is in the interesting position of not having a particular Constitution or set of Bylaws.  I reach this conclusion by noting the following: 

1. When RPM was established in September 2007, it did adopt a Constitution and Bylaws.  However, when it adopted the Provisional Covenant of Union on February 1, 2008, it did so in conjunction with several “understandings”, one of which was the following: “The merger will automatically eliminate the present Constitution and Bylaws; and there will be a need for the congregations to adopt local documents that comport with the RPCGA Standards.”
2. Now that the relationship between RPM and the RPCGA has been dissolved, RPM has no Constitution or Bylaws.
This lack of a specific Constitution or other governing documents means that we are operating under what we might say is “common law Presbyterianism”—that is, in accord with the general rules and procedures that have governed presbyteries from the earliest days of the Scottish Reformation.  In the absence of any particular rules specifying differently, it is my intention to proceed according to the principles that are common not only to church courts but to other such organizations.  It is on that basis that I have acted, in conjunction with the other interested parties (that is, those who remain as part of Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest), to convene this meeting.  Obviously, somebody has to act, and in the absence of anyone else to perform the obligation, the duty has fallen upon me.
I would also note that this meeting is in accord with the action of RPM at its August 14, 2008, called meeting, which changed the date for the next stated meeting as follows: 
It was moved, seconded, and carried that the date of the next stated meeting of the Presbytery be changed, so that it will be held on September 12, 2009; with the proviso that the meeting may be moved to a later date in 2009 based upon a consensus of the members of the Presbytery; and with the further proviso that this meeting may be cancelled through consensus should the situation warrant.
According to this action, the date of the stated meeting could be changed through consensus.  The reason for this wording was because of the likelihood that the then-Moderator, Pastor Justin Stodghill, would have transferred within a few months to Grace Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in America, thus leaving the Presbytery without a Moderator.
Based on the fact that RPM is no longer a member presbytery of the RPCGA (and therefore not subject to the RPCGA rules), and in light of the fact that RPM made provision to change, through consensus, the date of the stated meeting originally set for September 12, 2009, this meeting is being called for Monday, October 26, 2009, at 8:30 PM, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Brown, 5519 West Hayes Avenue, West Allis, Wisconsin.  It is expected that one or more parties will participate in this meeting via telephone conference call; the call-in information is as follows:  telephone number (605)715-4920; access code 704817.
Notice is hereby circulated to the one remaining congregation, viz., Grace Christian Reformation Presbyterian Church of Menasha, Wisconsin.  (The Sheboygan congregation is now a member church of Westminster Presbytery of the RPCGA.  According to RPCGA Book of Church Order B.10-8.E., when a church joins the RPCGA from an unaffiliated status, that particular congregation “must relinquish all membership with any other ecclesiastical group or denomination. . . .”  This means that in order for the Sheboygan church to join the RPCGA permanently, it had to relinquish membership in our Presbytery, which is no longer a part of the RPCGA.)
Ruling Elder Jim Brown of the Menasha congregation was consulted regarding this meeting, and he concurs in its being held at the time specified.  Mr. Brown was ordained in the Menasha congregation (when it was still located in Manawa, Wisconsin), and, although he is not currently serving on the Menasha Session, he still has the status of an elder.  Barring any provision to the contrary, a congregation may be represented at a meeting of a higher court by an elder who is not currently on a Session—a practice that is common in Presbyterianism.
Mr. Brown and myself are the only ordained officers left in Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest.  With his consent, therefore, this meeting is being lawfully convened.
Roll Call, Quorum, and Introduction of Visitors
The chair called the roll, as follows:
Ministers Present
Dr. Frank J. Smith
Ruling Elder Representatives
Elder Jim Brown (Grace Christian RPC)

The chair declared a quorum to be present.

The following visitors were introduced: Mrs. Ruth Sawall (Grace Christian RPC); Ruling Elder Steve Sturm (Southside Reformed Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana [RPCNA]); and Pastor and Mrs. Fred (Dee) Fleming (Antigo [Wisc.] Presbyterian Church).   Dr. Allen Church (Reformed Presbyterian Church—Hanover Presbytery) joined the meeting a few minutes later. The visiting presbyters were given the privilege of the floor.  It was noted that the Convener and the visitors were participating in the meeting via telephone conference call.

Election of Officers
It was agreed that Mr. Brown would serve as Moderator pro tem for this meeting, and that Dr. Smith would serve as Stated Clerk pro tem.

Relationship with the RPCGA

In order to ensure that there be no ambiguity with regard to this Presbytery’s relationship with the RPCGA, it was moved, seconded, and carried that we declare that from our perspective the Provisional Covenant of Union (PCU) has been terminated.  It was also moved, seconded, and carried that the Clerk be authorized to write an appropriate letter to be appended to these minutes, expressing appreciation to the RPCGA for its willingness to have entered into this relationship (see p. 11).

Adoption of Constitution and Directory of Church Order and Worship 
It was moved, seconded, and carried that the Presbytery adopt a Constitution and a Directory of Church Order and Worship (see pp. 12-16); however, the specific requirements and provisions in these documents will not apply to the election of officers or members of committees handled at this meeting.

Affiliation with Other Bodies
It was moved, seconded, and carried to seek fraternal relations with the Reformed Presbyterian Church (Hanover Presbytery), and with the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, and to explore the possibility of organic union.  The appropriate correspondence will be attached to these minutes (see pp. 17-18).

It was moved, seconded, and carried in accord with the Constitution IX., the Presbytery negotiate with the Reformed Presbyterian Church (Hanover Presbytery) “a covenant agreement . . . for the purpose of establishing another level of appellate court” (see p. 17).  

Expression of Affection to the Sheboygan Congregation

As noted above, Reformation Presbyterian Church of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, has left our Presbytery, as it has been received by Westminster Presbytery of the RPCGA.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to express our love and affection to the Sheboygan congregation, and for the Clerk to send an appropriate letter, which will also be attached to these minutes (see p. 19).  Prayer was offered by the Moderator for the Sheboygan congregation and its ministry.
Report of the Commission for Grace Christian Reformation Presbyterian Church
The Menasha congregation does not have its own Session, and therefore its affairs have been governed by a Presbytery commission, with a quorum of any two.  It was reported that the congregation has recently lost the services of Licentiate Alastair Matthews as stated supply.  Accordingly, being able to meet on a weekly basis for worship is increasingly problematic.  The Commission reported that it will possibly be moving the location of the church back to New London, and that it is considering making provision for public worship on a monthly basis for the immediate future, with the congregation being assembled via telephone conference call on those Lord’s Days when public worship is not conducted, in order to have corporate prayer and to listen to a taped sermon together.  The Presbytery voted to express thanks to Mr. Matthews for sacrificial labor on behalf of the church and the Presbytery for over a year.  

It was noted that this congregation had never voted to affiliate with the Reformed Presbyterian Church General Assembly (other than through affiliation with Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest).  The adoption of “Articles of Association” at a congregational meeting in August 2008 was in order to be in conformity with the RPCGA Constitution, which was a requirement while the Presbytery, of which the congregation was a member, was affiliated with the RPCGA; however, that act did not bring the congregation into a permanent relationship with the RPCGA. A similar action by the Sheboygan congregation did not effect a permanent relationship with the RPCGA, and, in point of fact, the Sheboygan congregation voted later to affiliate directly and permanently with the RPCGA.  We would also note that the official RPCGA denominational website does not claim the Menasha congregation as a member church.
It was moved, seconded, and carried to approve the minutes and the actions of this Commission (see pp. 20-24).  Mr. Fleming prayed for the congregation and its ministry. 
Examination of Ministers
Pastor Fred Fleming was ordained by the Independent Assemblies of God.  He presented a statement regarding his life and theology (see p. 25).  He is currently serving Antigo (Wisc.) Presbyterian Church, an unaffiliated congregation whose membership currently consists of himself and his wife.  He gave his personal profession of faith and call to the ministry.  He was examined in personal piety, theology, the sacraments, worship, and church polity.  On roll call votes, he was sustained in all of these exams, 2-0.  
It was moved and seconded to approve him for membership in this court.  The Moderator called the roll: Dr. Smith, aye; Mr. Brown, aye.  The motion carried, 2-0.  The Moderator administered the ordination questions (Directory of Church Order and Worship, W-3.a.), Dr. Smith gave an exhortation, and Dr. Church led in prayer.
Transfer of Ministers

As previously noted, Pastor Justin Stodghill was received almost a year ago by Westminster Presbytery of the RPCGA.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to ratify that action by dismissing him, effective the date of his reception.

On August 14, 2008, this Presbytery voted to transfer Dr. Frank J. Smith to any Reformed body, pending request.  Great Lakes-Gulf Presbytery of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America is in the process of receiving him.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to transfer him, effective upon his receipt and his request to be transferred.  It was agreed that the relevant paperwork regarding his transfer could be attached to these minutes.
New Business

Mr. Marty Waltho had over a year ago sent an email, contesting the censure against him and his wife (see pp. 26-27).  Dr. Smith had prepared a statement last December (see p. 28), which he never sent while he was awaiting consensus among all the members of the Presbytery.  It was moved and seconded to approve that statement prepared by Dr. Smith.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to adopt a substitute, viz., to rescind the prior censure of Mr. and Mrs. Waltho.  The main motion, as amended by substitution, carried.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to grant letters of standing to the Walthos (see pp. 29-30).  It was moved, seconded, and carried to adopt a pastoral letter to the Walthos, to be written by the Stated Clerk (see p. 31). All these votes were 3-0.
Mr. Brown reported on his outreach efforts in the Milwaukee area.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to encourage him in his conduct of a Bible study on Saturday evenings, and that he be authorized, if the way be clear, to establish a mission church in that area.  It was moved, seconded, and carried that if said mission church is established, it be governed by a commission consisting of the members of this Presbytery, with any two constituting a quorum.

Mr. Fleming reported that the Antigo (Wisc.) Presbyterian Church, which he serves as pastor, would like to become a member congregation of this Presbytery.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to receive said congregation, and that the members of the congregation be requested to affirm the vows of church membership (Directory of Church Order and Worship, W-2.a.).  It was moved, seconded, and carried that Mr. Brown be appointed to augment the Session.  The Flemings took the membership vows. 

Mr. Sturm prayed for the Milwaukee outreach efforts and for the Antigo congregation.
It was moved, seconded, and carried to dismiss the Commission for Grace Christian Reformation Presbyterian Church with our thanks, and to appoint Mr. Fleming and Mr. Brown as the Session of the congregation, with a quorum of two.  The consent of the active members of the congregation will be sought for this arrangement.  

It was moved, seconded, and carried that should the Presbytery ever find itself with only one member, that that person be commissioned to take appropriate action either to merge this Presbytery with another body, or to dissolve the Presbytery and to grant the remaining member a letter of standing as of the date of dissolution.
Election of Permanent Officers

It was moved, seconded, and carried to elect Mr. Fleming as Moderator of the Presbytery, to commence upon the adjournment of this meeting and extending until the first stated meeting of 2011.  
It was moved, seconded, and carried to elect Mr. Brown as Stated Clerk of the Presbytery, to commence upon the adjournment of this meeting and extending until the first stated meeting of 2012.

Reconstitution of the Permanent Committees

In light of the significant turnover in the membership of the Presbytery, it is necessary to reconstitute the permanent committees.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to designate the following memberships for these committees:
Administration




Jim Brown (ex officio), Chairman      Fred Fleming (ex officio)         {Vacant} (2013)
Unfinished Business

Two items of business have been carried over from the April 14, 2008, called meeting.

(1) At that April 2008 meeting, it was moved and seconded to adopt the following statement as the official position of this Presbytery: 

For the sake of our Protestant heritage in this generation and the generations to come, we hereby adopt this position in favor of an uncorrupted Scripture text. Only a Bible version which is translated from the providentially preserved text of Scripture (viz., the Old Testament Hebrew Masoretic text and the New Testament Greek Byzantine text form [particularly, the Textus Receptus]) should be used as a pulpit Bible.  This Scripture text is that which has been “immediately inspired by God, and, by His singular care and providence, kept pure in all ages” (Westminster Confession of Faith, I:8); and which underlies all the Reformation translations, including the Authorized Version (King James).  Paraphrased Bibles and ones translated from a text produced by textual critics are unsuitable for being pulpit Bibles, since they represent a distortion of, rather than being, the actual Word of God.
It was moved, seconded, and carried to postpone this matter indefinitely.

(2) It had also been moved and seconded to respond to the correspondence from an RPCGA official in response to Pastor Stodghill’s inquiries, by adopting this statement:

We appreciate the time and effort which has been put into helping us to understand the RPCGA culture.  Without prejudicing our position or hereby expressing our opinion with respect to the matter of whether we are a totally new presbytery, we hereby note that per the terms of the Provisional Covenant of Union, we retain the prerogative to withdraw from the RPCGA until December 31, 2009; and further that if we do not take positive action by that date to give final ratification to the Provisional Covenant of Union, we will no longer be in union with the RPCGA as of thirty days after a failure to act.

It was moved, seconded, and carried to declare this matter to be moot, in view of the fact that the relationship between RPM and the RPCGA has already been dissolved.

Next Stated Meeting

It was moved, seconded, and carried to schedule the next stated meeting for January 30, 2010, at the call of the Moderator (with the understanding that with appropriate notice, he may reschedule the date of the meeting).  The time and place of the meeting will be set through advance notice.
Reading of the Minutes

The minutes for this meeting were read and approved, with the understanding that any minor clerical matters could be corrected either by the Stated Clerk pro tem or the permanent Stated Clerk, and that further relevant documents could be appended.
Announcement Regarding the Minutes

It was announced that the first volume of the Presbytery minutes will encompass this meeting, and that an official copy of this full set of minutes will be deposited with the Archives of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, with another copy being deposited with the PCA Historical Center in St. Louis, Missouri.

Comments from the Visiting Brethren
Ruling Elder Steve Sturm expressed thanks at having been invited to observe this meeting; he stated that everything was done in good order, and that much had been accomplished in a short period of time.  Dr. Allen Church likewise affirmed that everything had been done in good order.
Adjournment

There being no further business, Dr. Smith led in prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 10:28 PM CDT.








Respectfully submitted,








Frank J. Smith, Stated Clerk pro tem
Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest
Office of the Stated Clerk

5519 West Hayes Avenue

West Allis, Wisconsin 53219

(414)704-4675
www.rpmidwest.org
November 12, 2009

The General Assembly

Reformed Presbyterian Church General Assembly

c/o Mr. Bill Sullivan, Stated Clerk

BSSully@tampabay.rr.com
Dear Fathers and Brethren:

Greetings in the name of Christ!

As you are aware, the Provisional Covenant of Union (PCU), into which both you and we entered on February 1, 2008, has come to an end.  It is our understanding that the dissolution of this covenant took place sometime earlier this year.
Although the full potential of the PCU was not realized, we trust that it can be seen that benefits accrued to both parties.  We were able to experience a measure of stability and sense of belonging to a larger group.  You were able to demonstrate a willingness to open your doors to a group coming in from the outside—a courageous step, indeed.

We would also note that as a result of this process, you have gained a solid congregation, Reformation Presbyterian Church of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, which has decided to leave our communion in order to join permanently with you.  We trust that your relationship may be blessed of the Lord in the days and years to come.

Again, we thank you for your willingness to spend time, money, and effort on us.  As we go our separate ways, organizationally speaking, may we nevertheless rejoice in the oneness of the faith and in the reality of the catholic visible church.







Cordially in Christ,







Jim Brown, Stated Clerk

P.S.  I will be emailing an electronic copy of all of our minutes to date.  If you would like a hardcopy, I would be happy to supply you with that.
Constitution
Love is the key to church life; without love, our activities as a church are meaningless and void.  The “Golden Rule” is always to be followed.  Church meetings should be bathed in prayer, with a humble recognition that it is Jesus who rules in His church by His Word and Spirit.
I. Church Courts. 


A. Minutes and Meetings. The minutes of church courts are public documents.  All meetings shall be open to the public; however, a court, unless otherwise prohibited by rule, may go into executive session upon proper motion (said motion being debatable) approved by a two-thirds vote.  

B. The Session.  


1. Meetings of the Session.  



a. Stated meetings shall be held at least once a quarter.



b. Called meetings may also be held by the call of the Moderator; the Moderator shall call a meeting of the Session when requested by two other members of the Session.



c. The Session consists of the ministers and ruling elders elected by the congregation.  A quorum shall consist of at least one-half of the members of the Session, and not less than two.  



2. Duties of the Session.  The Session shall have all normal powers granted to a Session, including the examination of applicants for church membership; jurisdiction over a congregation; and the oversight of all ministries and business conducted under the auspices of the congregation.

C. The Presbytery.



1. Meetings of the Presbytery.  



a.  Stated meetings shall be held at least annually.  







b. Called meetings shall be convened upon a request by at least two commissioners.  At least ten (10) days’ notice must be given for called meetings; however, with unanimous consent, the ten (10) day requirement may be waived.  Only the business stated in the call to the meeting may be transacted or considered at that meeting (with the understanding that any business that arises of necessity from the stated business may also be considered).  


c. A quorum shall consist of any two commissioners.  All of the ordained ruling and teaching elders of the Presbytery are members of and shall be entitled to vote in a meeting of the Presbytery.



2. Duties of the Presbytery.  The Presbytery shall have all normal powers granted to a presbytery, including the examination and ordination of ministers of the gospel; the licensing of preachers; the organizing, receiving, uniting, and dividing of congregations (with the consent of the parties involved); the dissolving and dismissing of congregations (either with congregational consent or non-objection, or after judicial process); establishing fraternal relations; and review and control of the minutes and actions of Sessions.

II. The Congregation.  


A. A congregational meeting may be held only when the Session calls for a meeting, with at least one week’s notice being given.  Only the business stated in the call to the meeting may be transacted or considered at that meeting (with the understanding that any business that arises of necessity from the stated business may also be considered).  A Session must schedule a congregational meeting to meet within thirty (30) days when one-fourth of the voting members request such in writing; if the Session fails or refuses to act, those petitioning for the meeting may schedule a congregational meeting with proper notice.  The quorum for a congregational meeting shall be one-half of the resident voting members.


B. Should a congregation not have a Session or not have a quorum for a Session, the Presbytery may appoint presbyters to serve in a temporary capacity until such time as a sufficient number of men can be elected from the congregation in order that a quorum can be attained.  The Presbytery should seek the consent of the congregation regarding the appointment of these governors.  


C. A congregation may withdraw from a Presbytery at any time upon a majority vote in a congregational meeting. Before being dissolved, a congregation is guaranteed opportunity to withdraw.  The Presbytery is prohibited from seeking by force or coercion to acquire the church’s property for the use of the Presbytery; however, a congregation may voluntarily donate property to the Presbytery.
III. Church Offices.  


A. The perpetual ordained church offices are that of elder (including minister [or teaching elder], as well as ruling elder) and deacon.  Only men may be ordained to church office.  


B. Before ordination and/or installation, candidates must be approved by the appropriate church court (i.e., the court of original jurisdiction), elected by the people, and ordained by a church court.  Every officer must subscribe to the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms; any exception which an officer takes must be recorded in the minutes of the church court, and handled specifically by that court.  

C. Officers may be divested without censure for lack of acceptance to the church, but only after the court of original jurisdiction has heard the church’s concerns and allowed him full opportunity for response.

IV. Disciplinary Matters. 


A. Private matters should be handled privately, according to the principles of Matthew 18.  However, a private matter that cannot be resolved privately (i.e., through personal confrontation, and then the bringing of one or two other witnesses) may be brought to the public attention of the church. 

B. Any charge to be presented to the church must be in writing, and must be specific as to the allegation(s), as well as with regard to the witnesses and evidence that may support the charge.   At least ten (10) days notice must be given between giving notice of the charges and conducting a trial.

C. The court of original jurisdiction shall be the Session, except that for officers, the court of original jurisdiction shall be the Presbytery.


D. Members of courts dealing with judicial matters must recall their awesome responsibility.  


E. No one may be censured by a court apart from a trial or a voluntary guilty plea.


F. The court should ordinarily conduct a trial in public.  The court may, by a two-thirds vote, go into executive session for a trial.  However, the court should not go into executive session for a trial if the accused objects.  Furthermore, the court may not sit with closed doors when dealing with any charge of heresy or violation of church order.  

G. The censures that may be imposed include admonition; rebuke; suspension from the Lord’s Supper (either definite, or indefinite by reason of lack of repentance); suspension from church office (either definite, or indefinite by reason of lack of repentance); deposition from church office; and excommunication.  Before inflicting a higher censure for continued lack of repentance, a judicial hearing must be held on the matter.  


H. Process must commence within one year of an alleged offense. 
 

V. Appeals and Complaints.  




A. Any appeal should be filed with the higher court within sixty (60) days of notification of the judgment.  An appeal has the effect of staying a censure against a defendant.


B. A complaint against a church court should be filed within sixty (60) days of when the action was taken.  A matter against which complaint is lodged may be stayed by the request of one-third of the members of the court, until the matter is finally adjudicated.  Those complaining an action who are not satisfied with the response of the court of original jurisdiction may complain to the higher court(s).

C. Any representative of a church from a jurisdiction from which an appeal or complaint is made may not vote on that appeal or complaint when it comes before the higher court(s).

VI. Dissents and Protests. Any member of a court may lodge a dissent or protest against that court which, if couched in temperate language and respectful to the court, shall be recorded in the minutes.  Said dissent or protest should be submitted within thirty (30) days of the time when the action was taken.  The court may, if it chooses, place a response on the record.  

VII. Doctrine.


A. Confessional Standards.  The confessional standards shall be the original version of the Westminster Confession of Faith and Larger and Shorter Catechisms.  

B. Any church document or action that violates the doctrinal standards shall be null and void.

VIII. Directories.  The Presbytery may by a two-thirds vote adopt or amend directories to assist church life.

IX. Affiliation with Other Bodies.  This body may merge with another body upon a three-fourths vote in two consecutive stated meetings of the Presbytery.  The Presbytery may also, by a three-fourths vote in two consecutive stated meetings of the Presbytery, enter into a covenant agreement with another body for the purpose of establishing another level of appellate court.  

X. Amendments.  This Constitution may be amended only by a three-fourths vote of the Presbytery in two consecutive stated meetings of the Presbytery.
Directory of Church Order and Worship

The Form of Presbyterian Church Government adopted by the Westminster Assembly, while not binding in all particulars, is an approved guide to assist the church in understanding the meaning and application of church polity.  Similarly, the Westminster Assembly’s Directory for Publick Worship is also a useful guide for the conduct of worship.

Rules of Order

O-1. Unless superceded by the Constitution or other rules as may be adopted, Robert’s Rules of Order shall apply in meetings of the church courts; however, it is also understood that where there is no objection or impediment, the court may proceed in an informal manner with respect to debate and discussion.  On a roll call vote, the chair’s name shall be called as the final name.
O-2. Presbytery Organization.


a. Elections shall be held at a stated meeting of the Presbytery every year in January.  However, the Moderator shall have authority, with appropriate notice, to reschedule that meeting to a later date.

b. Officers.



(1) The Moderator shall be elected for a one-year term.  A person may serve no more than two consecutive terms as Moderator, except by the granting of a waiver by a two-thirds vote.



(2) The Stated Clerk shall be elected for a two-year term.  A person may serve no more than four consecutive terms as Stated Clerk, except by the granting of a waiver by a two-thirds vote.

 

(3) Other officers may be elected, such as Recording Clerk, Treasurer, and Parliamentarian.


c. Committees.



(1) The Committee on Administration shall have authority to promote the interests of the Presbytery, and shall also have the responsibility to coordinate and facilitate the meetings of the Presbytery.  The Moderator and Stated Clerk shall be ex officio members of this committee.



(2) The Examinations Committee shall facilitate the ordination and licensure examinations.  



(3) The Missions Committee shall help coordinate outreach efforts of the Presbytery.



(4) Members of the permanent committees (other than ex officio members) shall serve three-year terms in staggered classes.  


(5) If a particular permanent committee is not elected or appointed, its duties will devolve upon the Committee on Administration.



(6) Ad hoc committees may be elected or appointed.

O-3. Licensure and Ordination to the Ministry.  


a. Licensure exams will ordinarily consist of the following parts: personal piety, Bible content, theology (with particular reference to the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms), an exegetical paper, a paper on a theological topic, and a trial sermon.  Those who are licensed shall answer in the affirmative questions (1) and (2) which are administered to ordinands (W-3), as well as these: (3) Do you promise to study the purity, unity, and peace of the church?; and (4) Do you promise to submit yourself, in the Lord, to the government of this Presbytery, or any other into the bounds of which you may be called?


b. In addition to the parts listed for licensure exams, ordination exams will ordinarily contain the following parts: original Biblical languages, the sacraments, worship, church polity, and church history.  
c. The Presbytery may choose to examine either orally on the floor, or by written documentation; however, examination in theology must include an oral examination on the floor.  In lieu of examination in original Biblical languages, the Presbytery may accept appropriate testimonials confirming the completion of a regular course of study.   The Presbytery may allow the approval of any parts of the licensure exam to be in lieu of further examination in that area during the ordination exam.  In other cases, the Presbytery may, by a two-thirds vote, waive any of these parts of examination (except for the theology exam) for appropriate reasons duly noted.  It shall be customary for the Presbytery to have a roll call vote on each part of an ordination exam and on the exam as a whole.


d. Those who have been ordained to the ministry should be examined with respect to personal piety, theology, the sacraments, worship, and church polity.  It shall be customary for the Presbytery to have a roll call vote on each part of an exam for reception and on the exam as a whole.

Forms for Worship

W-1. Baptism of Children.


a. The following questions shall be administered to the parent(s) presenting a child for baptism:



(1) Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?



(2) Do you claim God’s covenant promises in [his/her] behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for [his/her] salvation, as you do for your own?



(3) Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before [him/her] a godly example, that you will pray with and for [him/her], that you will teach [him/her] the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring [him/her] up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?


b. The following questions shall be administered to the congregation:


(1) Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting the parents in the Christian nurture of this child?

(2) Do you promise to set before this child a godly example, so that [he/she] may be encouraged to follow after Christ?


c. The minister should pray for a blessing to attend this ordinance, after which he should call the child by name, and say, “I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  As he pronounces these words, he shall baptize the child with water, by pouring or sprinkling it on the head of the child, without adding any further ceremony.  


d. It is appropriate to give a word of exhortation in conjunction with the assumption of baptismal vows.


e. It is also appropriate to conclude the observance of this sacrament with prayer.

W-2. Admittance of People to Communicant Membership.


a. The following questions shall be administered to the person professing his faith for the first time:



(1) Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly deserving His displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy?



(2) Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Saviour of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the gospel?



(3) Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes a follower of Christ?



(4) Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the best of your ability?



(5) Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the church, and promise to study its purity and peace?


b. The following questions shall be administered to the congregation:



(1) Do you welcome this dear [brother/sister] into the fellowship of this congregation?



(2) Do you promise to set a godly example for [his/her] edification and encouragement?


c. If the new member is to be baptized, baptism should now be administered, according to W-1.c.


d. It is appropriate to use these questions for someone joining by reaffirmation of faith, or by transfer.  


e. It is also appropriate to give a word of exhortation to the person who has joined the church, and to the congregation as a whole.

W-3. Ordination of Ministers.


a. The following questions shall be administered in the ordination of ministers:



(1) Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice?



(2) Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; and do you further promise that if at any time you find that your opinion has changed regarding any of the statements of this system of doctrine, you will on your own initiative make known to your Presbytery the change which has taken place in your views since the assumption of this vow?



(3) Do you approve of the system of government and discipline of the Presbyterian Church?



(4) Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord?



(5) Have you been induced, as far as you know your own heart, to seek the office of the holy ministry from love to God and a sincere desire to promote His glory in the gospel of His Son?



(6) Do you promise to be zealous and faithful in maintaining the truths of the gospel and the purity and peace of the church, whatever persecution or opposition may arise unto you on that account?



(7) Do you engage to be faithful and diligent in the exercise of all your duties as a Christian and a minister of the gospel, whether personal or relative, private or public; and to endeavor by the grace of God to adorn the profession of the gospel in your manner of life, and to walk with exemplary piety before the flock of which God shall make you overseer?


b. It is appropriate after the assumption of ordination vows, and the setting apart for office by the laying on of hands and prayer, for an exhortation to be given to the ordinand.

W-4. Installation of Pastors.  


a. The following questions shall be administered to the minister who is being installed as a pastor:



(1) Are you now willing to serve this congregation as a pastor, agreeably to your declaration in accepting its call?



(2) Do you conscientiously believe and declare, as far as you know your own heart, that, in taking upon you this charge, you are influenced by a sincere desire to promote the glory of God and the good of the church?



(3) Do you solemnly promise that, by the assistance of the grace of God, you will endeavor faithfully to discharge all the duties of a pastor to this congregation, and will be careful to maintain a deportment in all respects becoming a minister of the gospel of Christ, agreeably to your ordination engagements?


b. The following questions shall be administered to the congregation:



(1) Do you, the people of this congregation, continue to profess your readiness to receive ________, whom you have called to be your pastor?



(2) Do you promise to receive the word of truth from his mouth with meekness and love, and to submit to him in the due exercise of discipline?



(3) Do you promise to encourage him in his labors, and to assist his endeavors for your instruction and spiritual edification?



(4) And do you engage to continue to him while he is your pastor that competent worldly maintenance which you have promised, and to furnish him with whatever you may see needful for the honor of religion and for his comfort among you?


c. It is appropriate for exhortations to be given to the newly-installed pastor and to the congregation.

W-5. Ordination and Installation of Ruling Elders and Deacons. 


a. The following questions shall be administered to the man being ordained and/or installed as a ruling elder or deacon:



(1) Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice?



(2) Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; and do you further promise that if at any time you find that your opinion has changed regarding any of the statements of this system of doctrine, you will on your own initiative make known to your Presbytery [Session] the change which has taken place in your views since the assumption of this vow?



(3) Do you approve of the system of government and discipline of the Presbyterian Church?



(4) Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord?



(5) Have you been induced, as far as you know your own heart, to seek the office of ruling elder [deacon] from love to God and a sincere desire to promote His glory in the gospel of His Son?



(6) Do you promise to be zealous and faithful in maintaining the truths of the gospel and the purity and peace of the church, whatever persecution or opposition may arise unto you on that account?



(7) Do you accept the office of ruling elder [deacon] in this church, and promise faithfully to perform all the duties thereof, and to endeavor by the grace of God to adorn the profession of the gospel in your life, and to set a worthy example before the church of which God has made you an officer?


b. The following questions shall be administered to the congregation:



(1) Do you, the members of this church, acknowledge and receive this brother as a ruling elder [deacon], and do you promise to yield him all that honor, encouragement, and obedience in the Lord to which his office, according to the Word of God, entitles him?



(2) Do you promise to pray for this brother and his family, that they might be protected as he conscientiously fulfills the duties of this office?


c. It is appropriate for exhortations to be given to the newly-installed officer and to the congregation.

Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest

Office of the Stated Clerk

5519 West Hayes Avenue

West Allis, Wisconsin 53219

(414)704-4675
www.rpmidwest.org
November 18, 2009

Reformed Presbyterian Church (Hanover Presbytery)
c/o The Rev. Dr. Allen Church, Stated Clerk

1153 Bridges Road
Blacksburg, South Carolina 29702
Dear Fathers and Brethren:

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ!

At a stated meeting held on October 26, 2009, our Presbytery voted “to seek fraternal relations with the Reformed Presbyterian Church (Hanover Presbytery), and with the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, and to explore the possibility of organic union.”  We also voted, in accord with our Constitution, “to negotiate with the Reformed Presbyterian Church (Hanover Presbytery) ‘a covenant agreement . . . for the purpose of establishing another level of appellate court.’”
In the interests of promoting the unity of the Bride of the Lamb, we earnestly present these matters before you for your consideration.  To aid you in your deliberations, I am enclosing a copy of the minutes of our Presbytery from its inception two years ago until now.  I will also be sending this letter with accompanying documents to you in electronic format.  We look forward to hearing from you at your convenience.







Cordially in Christ,







Jim Brown, Stated Clerk

Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest

Office of the Stated Clerk

5519 West Hayes Avenue

West Allis, Wisconsin 53219

(414)704-4675
www.rpmidwest.org
November 18, 2009

Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America

c/o The Rev. J. Bruce Martin, Clerk of Synod
310 Main Street 

Ridgefield Park, New Jersey 07660
Dear Fathers and Brethren:

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ!

At a stated meeting held on October 26, 2009, our Presbytery voted “to seek fraternal relations with the Reformed Presbyterian Church (Hanover Presbytery), and with the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, and to explore the possibility of organic union.”  

In the interests of promoting the unity of the Bride of the Lamb, we earnestly present this matter before you for your consideration.  To aid you in your deliberations, I am enclosing a copy of the minutes of our Presbytery from its inception two years ago until now.  I will also be sending this letter with accompanying documents to you in electronic format.  We look forward to hearing from you at your convenience.







Cordially in Christ,







Jim Brown, Stated Clerk

Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest

Office of the Stated Clerk

5519 West Hayes Avenue

West Allis, Wisconsin 53219

(414)704-4675
www.rpmidwest.org
November 12, 2009

Reformation Presbyterian Church

PO Box 962

Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53082-0962
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

I am writing on behalf of Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest, in order to express our love and affection to you.  

We realize that you have decided to go in a different direction ecclesiastically, by joining permanently with the Reformed Presbyterian Church General Assembly.  We respect your decision, and pray God’s blessings upon you.

We rejoice with you in your recent acquisition of your own church building, and trust that this property may provide opportunity for further service in His kingdom.







Cordially in Him,







Jim Brown, Stated Clerk

Minutes of the Commission for Grace Christian Reformation Presbyterian Church
The Commission met via telephone conference call on October 24, 2009, at 10:08 PM Eastern Daylight-Saving Time.  Pastor Frank J. Smith called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.  Also present was Ruling Elder Jim Brown.  A quorum was present.  Dr. Smith served as chairman, and Mr. Brown served as clerk.

Licentiate Alastair Matthews has announced that he is resigning as Stated Supply of the congregation effective the end of October.  It was noted that he had sacrificially labored, without pay, for more than a year in this capacity.  As a token of appreciation and respect for his service, the Commission voted to instruct Mr. Steve Sawall, the congregational treasurer, to give Mr. Matthews $500 as a love gift.

The Commission decided to authorize Elder Brown to fill the pulpit himself, or to arrange for others to fill the pulpit.

It was moved, seconded, and carried to instruct Mr. Sawall to donate $200 to the Reformation Presbyterian Church, Sheboygan, Wisconsin, for its building fund.  This donation is being done as a token of love and respect for the support, both spiritual and tangible, which the Sheboygan congregation has offered this congregation over an extended period of time.
It was noted that the Matthews family had requested transfer to the congregation, and that the Sheboygan Session had voted to transfer this family.  Per the action of this Presbytery on August 14, 2008, said transfer to this congregation was granted, pending request by the members of that family.  It was moved, seconded, and carried that the Matthews family be transferred back to Sheboygan, pending their request.

The Commission authorized Mr. Brown, in consultation with the members of the congregation, to make arrangements for the future of the congregation.  These arrangements might include going to a monthly service of worship, with the congregation meeting via telephone conference call on the other Lord’s Days of the month for prayer and listening to a taped sermon.  If the way be clear, the congregation may move from its present location to one more conducive for all of the members, such as the New London or Clintonville area.

It was reported that effective December 31, 2008, with the concurrence of Ruling Elder Ron DeTroye, Pastor Justin B. Stodghill, and Pastor Frank J. Smith, acting as a commission of Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest, Mrs. Tonya Stodghill was transferred from Grace Christian Reformation Presbyterian Church, Menasha, Wisconsin, to Ellisville (Miss.) Presbyterian Church, pending receipt.  It was noted that this action was redundant, in that the Presbytery had already acted at its meeting on August 14, 2008, to take the same action; nevertheless, this action by consensus of the elders was done at the request of Pastor Stodghill. (Note: Ruling Elder Al Wilson was unavailable, and therefore was not consulted regarding this December 31st action.)
Letters to Mr. Matthews and the Sheboygan congregation will be attached to these minutes.

The meeting was closed with prayer by Mr. Brown and was adjourned at 10:51 PM.








Respectfully submitted,








Jim Brown, Clerk

Sunday, October 25, 2009

Dear Alastair,

It is our desire, as a congregation, to express to you our many thanks and our gratitude for all that has been done here on behalf of each one of us. Every Lord's Day you have labored faithfully to bring to us the Word of God. At various times there were more than just the members, while at other times, there were only a few in number. None the less, the Word of God was proclaimed and preached, the saints that were gathered were edified and sang praises to Our God, and He was glorified!

Please know that your ministry and labors have not been in vain. Besides the edification of each one of us, over the last year, visitors have heard from this church the glorious Gospel of Our Lord, and only He knows the lives that have been touched by your ministry here. We also acknowledge your efforts in the further establishing of a Reformed witness here in Menasha, and in Wisconsin, as well as your work with the Trinitarian Bible Society to that same end.

We, as a congregation, further acknowledge the sacrifice and the support of Emily, and of your children. Countless hours have been given selflessly in preparation, and in the service of Christ and His Church over the past year. Though we acknowledge these things, Our Lord Jesus Christ more importantly acknowledges all that you have done and the sacrifices made by you and your family in the service and furtherance of His kingdom.

Lastly, in addition to expressing our thanks we also want to acknowledge before you and Our God that we, as a congregation, have not been as supportive as we could have been, and where we have fallen short and have offended, we do ask for your forgiveness.

Alastair, by way of exhortation, from the Scriptures,

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that [pertain] unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make [you that ye shall] neither [be] barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.










2 Peter 1:2-8

Whatever the Lord has for you in the future, our love and our prayers go with you, Emily, and your children, as we all seek together to serve Our God and Our King, as He leads, guides, and directs each one of us.

As a sign of our love and respect, and in anticipation of what we trust will be continued opportunity for fellowship and service together in the days and years to come, please accept our gift of $500 for your ministry to this congregation over the last year.


May the Lord richly bless you, Emily and your family!

On behalf of the Members of Grace Christian Reformation Presbyterian Church,

Jim Brown

Sunday, October 25, 2009



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On behalf of Grace Christian Reformation Presbyterian Church, I am writing to express our great thanks for your support, both tangible and spiritual, over the past several years.  You generously gave of your time and resources in order to help us in our ministry.

Who can forget the help which you afforded us in the St. Patrick's Day Parade two years ago?  The sight of five hundred helium-filled balloons proceeding down the streets of New London, accompanied by a wagon train, would not have been possible without the participation of numerous of your members.

You have stood by us when no one else would.  Because of you, we are still a congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our two congregations formed Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest—an event born in tears and sorrow, and yet with great hope for the future.  For a couple of years, we walked together as members of that Presbytery.  We respect your decision to go in a different direction from us, but it is not without sorrow that we note the parting of ways.  Of course, the parting of ways is only with regard to organizational matters—we continue together on our pilgrim journey, bound in the bonds of love and united by the Holy Spirit.

As a sign of our love and respect, and in anticipation of what we trust will be continued opportunity for fellowship and service together in the days and years to come, please accept our gift of $200 for your building fund.  Though only a token, we trust that what it represents will serve to strengthen the affection between our two congregations.



On behalf of the Members of Grace Christian Reformation Presbyterian Church,


Jim Brown 

Dr. Frank Smith and James Brown:
In preparing for the examination of Presbytery, I wish to submit the following.  I was married to Kelly Jo Vansickle, 1986.  We were married for five years; Kelly chose to abandon the marriage and went out to California and obtained a divorce.  Several different people, ministers of the Gospel, attempted to reconcile the marriage.  I traveled from Denver, Colorado, to California to try and reconcile the marriage.  Kelly had filed for divorce and had her boyfriend serve the papers on me.  I attempted to still reconcile the marriage; however, she refused.  I then moved to Reno, Nevada, and was involved in a rescue mission.  After the divorce was finalized I had met Zona Avila, who was working at the Roman Catholic homeless shelter; we were continually talking and going out for coffee and dinner.  Over a period of time she decided to leave the Catholic Church and we married.  Two weeks later she wanted me to leave and obtained a restraining order that would not allow me to go anywhere near St. Joseph's Cathedral, Little Flower Catholic Church, and also Lady of the snows Catholic Church.  She'd gone back to the church of Rome and they told her that we were not married and she should get a divorce in the civil courts.  I have remained single from then till now when I met and married, Dairalene Kay Fleming.  We have been married for four years and are very happy serving our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The second issue is in regards to the Westminster Confession of Faith.  It is in regards to only a minister can distribute the sacraments.  While I will agree that I have seen some very bad misuse of the institutions, outside of the Presbyterian churches, at the same time I've seen some misuse within the Presbyterian circles.  In reading through the Confession and the scriptural references I fail to see that only a minister or elder can perform the Lord's supper or baptism.  Would we re-baptize someone who is baptized by a Christian brother who had led him to Christ, because he was not a minister?  Would we say that a church gathering together that had no minister and partook of the Lord's supper was sinful?  It is good for us to watch over the administration of these things; however, I don't see in Scripture a command that only a minister or elder can do this.

The other thing I have a problem with is the division of the elders between ruling elder and a teaching elder.  It creates a hierarchy within the church.  So often, I see people who are elders and ministers take a view that they are to beat the sheep.  Second of all I see no basis for two elders, one being of the word and the other a ruling elder.  Paul's admonition to those who labor in the word and doctrine, does not seem to create a new eldership that is different from the other elders.

However, I do not see these issues as being so divisive that I would go to the mat regarding them.  Rather, I would work for the unity of the faith and except the learned counsel of those who went before me.

In Christ’s service,

Fredrick Edward Fleming

[email sent on August 20, 2008]

Frank, 
I want to address the letter I received this week regarding our removal from the rolls of the Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest. This letter contains a serious error. Justin’s report to you says “that no excuse has been offered for their lack of attendance”. Do not the Church documents allow departure for conscionable doctrinal disagreements? I refer you to my letter of January 18, 2008 which clearly states my intention to leave the Church and our well known (to you and Justin) verbal intention to leave. Has not our disagreement of you and Justin’s strident exclusive accapella Psalms (EP) position been clear enough? We had no intention of returning to the Church especially after you denied our request to modify the New London Presbyterian Church (NLPC) worship format. One of the other reasons was exhaustion. We are just tried and worn out of starting new works. Other reasons are stated in the letter. These are legitimate reasons (excuses) for leaving the Church. 
Furthermore we are attending and supporting a bible believing Church, Appleton Alliance Church. The Pastor, Dennis Episcipo is Calvinistic in his teaching. Our only regret is their worship format, which uses too much contemporary music and not enough of the Psalms or old hymns.    
I am further disappointed by this letter because it undermines our spiritual integrity regarding the establishment of the Church. It lumps us in a class with just other Church “hoppers” and fails to recognize all the support we gave to insure the establishment of the NLPC. You had asked me to stay to get the Church going despite our doctrinal disagreements. That stay was extended again by your request and I extended it even longer to get through the CRCP and Justin squabbles. It would be deceitful for you and Justin to claim you were unaware our intention to move on. My wife was especially struggling but was very patient with your requested extensions. We did everything in our power to put forth a positive attitude and supported the Church faithfully. I even told Justin, for his personal finances not to accept a calling to the NLPC unless he (Church) could be without our tithe every month.  
Let me briefly chronologically list how Presbyterianism has failed us:
            1. The failure of the CRPC Presbytery to protect my reputation as one of its elders during Wayne Sedlak’s slanderous accusations presented to its body during one of its meetings. I was unaware of any such accusations. What happened to Mt 18?
            2. The failure of the CRPC presbytery to recognize the unfitness of Brian Schwertly for the office of TE, which led to the original schism in the Manawa Church. His teachings at the Manawa Church subsequently created many personnel problems for me and my family.
            3. The CRPC failure to properly discipline Brian and the subsequent failure of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of the US for receiving and protecting such a man.
            4. The CRPC’s uncharitable discipline of Justin. They could have chosen higher path that would have kept the peace but sorry to say did not, which is a much too often repeated scenario in Presbyterian Church history.
            5. The same CRPC is now censuring me for my involvement (support) of you and Justin. I stuck with you and the local church (NLPC) to see her through the debacle even though you and Justin were one of the principal parties involved in the dispute and your joint EP positions the catalyst. 
6. Now Justin’s Church is registering a complaint against us for non attendance at the Church and based on that complaint the Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest is censuring us. Where is the justice and grace in this? What an irony? Maybe it would have been better if we had left the Church immediately after the break up of the original Manawa Church. If we would have done that then there would not be a NLPC Church (Manawa CRPC Church) i.e. a plurality of elders? 
I understand your church documents which I believe should not be as important as the pastoral concern for our reputation especially considering what we have given to establish the Church Justin now has. We had made it very clear to you, Justin and Gene what our intentions were. If the claims in Justin’s complaint were valid maybe a pastoral call or visit by Justin or Gene to inquire how on how we are doing would have been in order? But no such call or visit was attempted because they knew our position was settled, however a call would have been nice.
At our last meeting (to hear your personal complaints and hurts against me regarding my attached departure letter) at my home I had stated to you that I had called Justin on two occasions and spoke to his wife on one of them but received no return call. The reason for the call was to reschedule a meeting with him and Gene to discuss my written objections to EP.    
For the reasons listed I am asking you to re-write the letters to my wife and me eliminating the hint of censure. Due to the obvious failures of Presbyterian polity I have no interest in appealing. Christ is my refuge and the court of last appeal. Need I say Christ is watching.
For Christ Crown and Covenant, Marty 
I still invite you or Justin to reply to my invitation to scripturally answer my biblical objections and conclusions (see my attached January 18, 2008 letter) regarding the EP position. I still believe in the Regulative Principle but as define by scripture not Presbyterian Church documents i.e. “Sola Scriptura”. 
Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest

Office of the Stated Clerk

5830 Millstone Drive

Cumming, Georgia 30028
(770)241-2946

franksmith76@gmail.com

December 31, 2008

Mr. Martin Waltho

930 Pond View Court
Appleton, Wisconsin 54913
Dear Marty:

First of all, let me apologize for not responding sooner.  As you may be aware, I myself have experienced some of the vicissitudes of life in the “micro Presbyterian” world, resulting in Penny and my moving to Georgia.  One of the other members of our Presbytery was going to respond to you, but he has been overly busy with looking after his business and his currently pastorless congregation; therefore, it has become my duty to pen this letter.

Let me respond by saying that our action of a mild censure was not undertaken with any sort of glee.  Rather, it was in recognition that for an extended period of time you did not put yourself under the authority of another ecclesiastical body, after you had decided to leave the congregation of which you were a member.

I realize the pain which you and Phyllis have experienced through all of this tumultuous series of events.  Furthermore, I am grateful for the sacrifices both of you made to assist the congregation in its time of need.  If it had not been for your support during those dark days, when the tiny flock was reeling from the misdeeds of one who should have been a shepherd, the congregation would long ago have ceased to exist.  

I also recognize your conscientious objection to the practice of the church with respect to worship music.  However, let me respectfully say that the objections which you have set forth are nothing new—they have been made in decades past, and they have been, in my estimation, adequately answered.  The literature on the subject is prolific, much of it available on the Internet.  I am not sure that either Justin Stodghill or myself could add much by way of answer that has not already been written.

Marty, you wrote that you are still committed to the theology of the Westminster Standards.  I do not doubt that you are a Calvinist with regard to the doctrines of salvation.  However, Westminster theology entails so much more than soteriology—for example, the doctrines of the sacraments, of the Law, and of the covenant.  At one time, you swore allegiance to those doctrines.  And yet now, you attend a church that is far removed from a Reformed understanding of these important truths.  The discipline meted out by our Presbytery was not intended to be punitive, but rather to serve as a prick to your conscience, that you might, after having rested from ecclesiastical battles, be able at some point to reflect on your theological commitment and on where that commitment might lead you in terms of attendance and membership.

In closing, please know that we hold you and Phyllis in high regard, and think of you with great affection.  This letter, which is being sent with the approval of the Moderator, will be attached to our minutes, along with your email of August 20, 2008; and should be considered as an addendum to our letter of August 14th. 







Cordially in Christ,







Frank J. Smith, Ph.D., D.D.







Stated Clerk

[not adopted by the Presbytery]

Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest

Office of the Stated Clerk

5519 West Hayes Avenue

West Allis, Wisconsin 53219

(414)704-4675

October 26, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to certify that effective this date, a letter of standing was granted to Marty Waltho.  We commend him to you.








Respectfully yours,








Jim Brown, Stated Clerk

Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest

Office of the Stated Clerk

5519 West Hayes Avenue

West Allis, Wisconsin 53219

(414)704-4675

October 26, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to certify that effective this date, a letter of standing was granted to Phyllis Waltho.  We commend her to you.








Respectfully yours,








Jim Brown, Stated Clerk

Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest

Office of the Stated Clerk

5519 West Hayes Avenue

West Allis, Wisconsin 53219

(414)704-4675

November 12, 2009

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Waltho

930 Pond View Court

Appleton, Wisconsin 54913

Dear Marty and Phyllis:

Greetings in the name of Christ!

We are in receipt, Marty, of your August 20, 2008 email, contesting the censure against you and your wife.  Today is the first meeting of our Presbytery since we had voted to enact that censure.

Having seriously considered the matter, the Presbytery voted today to rescind that censure.  This means that the minutes of August 14, 2008 will take note of today’s action to rescind.  The minutes from today’s meeting read as follows:

Mr. Marty Waltho had over a year ago sent an email, contesting the censure against him and his wife (see pp. 26-27).  Dr. Smith had prepared a statement last December (see p. 28), which he was never sent while he was awaiting consensus among all the members of the Presbytery.  It was moved and seconded, and carried to approve that statement prepared by Dr. Smith.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to adopt a substitute, viz., to rescind the prior censure of Mr. and Mrs. Waltho.  The main motion, as amended by substitution, carried.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to grant letters of standing to the Walthos (see pp. 29-30).  It was moved, seconded, and carried to adopt a pastoral letter to the Walthos (see p. 31).

Marty and Phyllis, we pray that these actions may be of comfort to your souls, as you continue on your pilgrim journey.  May the Lord Himself grant you His refreshment.







Cordially in Him,








Jim Brown, Stated Clerk

Enclosed: proposed letter of December 31, 2008; letters of standing 

5830 Millstone Drive

Cumming, Georgia 30028

770-241-3946

franksmith76@gmail.com

November 12, 2009

Mr. Jim Brown, Stated Clerk

Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest

5519 West Hayes Avenue

West Allis, Wisconsin 53219
Dear Jim:

This letter is to make request that my ministerial credentials be transferred, effective November 30, 2009, to Great Lakes-Gulf Presbytery of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America (RPCNA).  Since I was received by said Presbytery on November 6, 2009, this present letter completes the transaction.

By the way, in looking over previous minutes, I noticed that on April 14, 2008, Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest voted to refer to the next stated meeting the matter of adding an elder to the Session of the Grace Christian Reformation Presbyterian Church.  It seems to me that that matter is moot, given the fact that a commission was appointed in the meantime (August 14, 2008), and that now a temporary Session has been appointed.  Nevertheless, I mention this, simply in order to close the loop, and to make sure that it is mentioned in our minutes.

It has been my privilege to be involved with Reformation Presbytery of the Midwest.  Please let me know if I can be of further service in the future.  I look forward to seeing how the Lord blesses your efforts in Wisconsin.  And who knows—perhaps we will again serve in the same ecclesiastical context.






Cordially in Christ,







Frank J. Smith, Ph.D., D.D.

cc: Pastor Ray Morton, Stated Clerk of Great Lakes-Gulf Presbytery

